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SUBJ: CARAMANLIS: LOOKING FOR REASSURANCE 

1 . PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS TRAVELS TO WASHINGTON THIS 
WEEKEND HOPING HIS TALKS THERE WILL CONFIRM THE CORRECTNESS 
OF HIS PRO-WESTERN, PRO-AMERICAN POLICY. HE TRAVELS AT A 
MOMENT WHEN THAT POLICY IS UNDER SUSTAINED AND DANGEROUS 
FIRE. HIS INCLINATION WILL BE TO MAKE STRONG POINTS IN 
PRIVATE ABOUT CYPRUS.THE AEGEAN, AND ABOUT AMERICAN POLICY 
IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. WHAT HE HEARS IN DEFENSE 

OF AMERICAN POLICY IS UNDOUBTEDLY IMPORTANT. BUT THE AT- 
MOSPHERE THAT SURROUNDS THE TALKS WILL BE EVEN MORE IM- 
PORTANT. CARAMANLIS BELIEVES IN PERSONAL DIPLOMACY AND IS 
PROUD OF THE RAPPORT WHICH HE FEELS HE HAS ESTABLISHED WITH 
OTHER WESTERN EUROPEAN LEADERS DURING THE PAST FOUR YEARS. 

HE UNDOUBTEDLY HOPES TO BUILD A SIMILAR RELATIONSHIP 
WITH PRESIDENT CARTER. 

2. THE PRIME MINISTER REQUIRES OUR SPECIAL ATTENTION 
BECAUSE THE GREEK-AMERICAN ALLIANCE IS ESPECIALLY 
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STRAINED. IF HE CAN BE REASSURED, WE CAN REINFORCE 
THOSE ELEMENTS THAT CAN CAUSE OUR ALLIANCE TO ENDURE. 

3. TENSION IN OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH GREECE CAN BE TRACED 
TO THE EROSION OF SEVERAL OF THE ASSUMPTIONS THAT HAVE 
FORMED ITS FOUNDATION FOR NEARLY THIRTY YEARS: 
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IT IS NO LONGER POSSIBLE TO ASSUME THAT GREECE AND THE 
UNITED STATES SHARE AS COMMON A PERCEPTION OF THE 
THREAT TO PEACE AND SECURITY IN THE AREA. THE UNITED 
STATES IS FIXED ON THE DANGER FROM THE NORTH; GREECE 
IS TRANSFIXED BY THE DANGER IT PERCEIVES FROM TURKEY. 

IT IS NO LONGER POSSIBLE TO ASSUME THAT THE PUBLIC 
CONSENSUS ON THE DESIRABILITY OF ANCHORING GREECE'S 
FUTURE TO THE WEST IS AS BROAD AS IN THE PAST. OPPOSI- 
TION LEADER ANDREAS PAPANDREOU WHOSE POPULAR APPEAL 
IS ON THE RISE, PRESENTS AN ALTERNATIVE FOREIGN POLICY 
WHICH ADVOCATES THE VIRTUAL RUPTURING OF THOSE SPECIAL TIES. 

IT IS NO LONGER POSSIBLE TO ASSUME THAT OUR ALLIANCE 
WILL BE SUSTAINED BY AN UNCRITICALLY PRO-AMERICAN 
GREEK PUBLIC. MOST INFLUENTIAL GREEKS ARE HIGHLY 
CRITICAL OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY IN THE EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN AND ARE CONVINCED THAT WE ARE NOT 
EFFECTIVELY PROTECTING GREEK INTERESTS. 

4. NEVERTHELESS, THE OVERALL EDIFICE CONTAINS ELEMENTS 
WHICH GIVE SOME HOPE OF REGENERATION EVEN IF THE 
STRUCTURE OF THE PARTNERSHIP HAS BEEN ERODED: 

- FIRST, A MAJORITY OF THE PUBLIC CONTINUES TO HOLD AN 
ALMOST ANACHRONISTIC VIEW OF THE UNITED STATES. THE 
BLOWS TO AMERICAN CONFIDENCE AND WILL DURING THE 1960'S 
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AND EARLY 1970'S HAVE NOT BEEN TRANSLATED INTO DI- 
MINISHED GREEK PERCEPTIONS OF THE UNITED STATES. WHILE 
TROUBLESOME AT TIMES, THEIR EXAGGERATED EXPECTATIONS 
OF THE UNITED STATES MAKE MOST GREEKS - PERPETUAL 
CLIENTS IN SEARCH OF A PATRON - ANXIOUS TO HANG ONTO 
THE AMERICAN TIE. WE SHOULD NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT THOUGH 
THEY COME LATE AND ARE STILL LOW KEY, SMALL BUT PO- 
TENTIALLY DANGEROUS DOUBTS ARE GROWING AMONG THE 
INFLUENTIAL GREEKS ABOUT OUR WISDOM, STEADFASTNESS, 

AND RELIABILITY IN CARRYING OUT AMERICA'S ROLE AS 
A GLOBAL LEADER. 

- SECOND, ANTI-AMERICANISM IS TODAY PECULIARLY RE- 
STRICTED TO POLITICAL ISSUES AND STEMS PRIMARILY 
FROM THE BELIEF THAT THE ADMINISTRATION IS PRO-TURKISH 
BECAUSE IT IS NOT PRO-GREEK. THE KIND OF TRENDY REJECT- 
ION OF AMERICAN CULTURE, VALUES AND WORKS THAT GRIPPED 
MUCH OF EUROPE IN THE LAST DECADE HAS NOT TAKEN ROOT 
HERE. TO THE CONTRARY, THE CONSCIOUS AND UNCON- 
SCIOUS DESIRE TO EMULATE THE "AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE" 

IS VERY MUCH ALIVE IN GREEK SOCIETY. 

- THIRD, CARAMANLIS REMAINS A STRONG LEADER COMMITTED 
TO A VISION OF GREECE ANCHORING ITSELF TO THE WEST. 
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HE LOOKS TO THE UNITED STATES FOR BOTH THE MUSCLE 
AND THE LEADERSHIP OF THE WESTERN COALITION. AND 
HE WISHES TO DAMPEN ANTI-AMERICANISM WHICH CAN ONLY 
FUEL PAPANDREOU'S BANDWAGON. 

5. CARAMANLIS FEELS EXPOSED - DOMESTICALLY TO PAPANDREOU AND 
EXTERNALLY TO THE TURKS. BY SEEKING HIS VIEWS ON WHAT POSITIVE 
STEPS WE CAN TAKE TOGETHER TO RESOLVE THE GREEK-TURKISH PROBLEM, 

BY DEMONSTRATING UNDERSTANDING FOR HIS DIFFICULTIES AND SHOWING A 
SYMPATHETIC WILLINGNESS TO LISTEN TO HIM, WE CAN STRENGTHEN HIS 
WILL TO PURSUE POLICIES THAT ARE IN OUR MUTUAL INTEREST. 

MCCLOSKEY 
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